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Dear Colleague: 

The conquest of Sind (in modern Pakistan) in the eighth 
century \vas conducted from Iraq by its Arab governor. lIis nrnlY 
did not so much seek to spread the Islamic faith there as to 
plu~der and acquire slaves. lIe triumphed, received much loot, 
60,000 slaves, and the head of the king of Sind. Well, you 
would think that Pakistanis now lament this historical 
disaster and remember the governor of Iraq with abhorrence. 
Not so, according to V.S. Naipaul who visited Pakistan in 
1979. To the chairman of Pakistan's Commission of Historical 
and Cultural Research, the hero was the Arab invader rather 
than the hapless native prince \vho tried to defend his 
country, because the invader brought the faith--and that 
justified everything. 

Faith has the power to wipe out history and the pride of 
heritage. Persia, as everyone kno\t/s, had a great past ,.,hich 
rivaled the splendor of classical Greece and Rome. "But," 
Na i p a u 1 wr i t e s, " you W 0 U 1 d n 't h a ve bel i eve d i tin I ran i n 
19 79; for the I ran ian s the g lor y and the t rut h had beg un \v i t h 
the com in g 0 f I s 1 am." Pa k i s tan i sane w ~1 us 1 i m s tat e. Its 1 and 
is, however, very old and contains the ruins of the 
prehistoric (not only pre-Islam, but possibly pre-Hindu) 
cities of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa. You would think that 
Pakistanis now view this possession with enormous pride. Not 
necessarily so--not among the Muslim fundamentalists. Naipaul 
reports that while he was there in 1979, a letter published in 
the newspaper urged that the cities be hung "with quotations 
from the Koran, saying that this was what befell unbelievers." 
( V. S. Na i p a u 1, " Our Un i ve r sal Ci viI i z a t ion, "N YRB, Jan 31, 
1991). 

Turkey is an Islamic country with three pasts: (1) The 
immediate past of Ottoman Islamic empire, (2) the more distant 
ethnic past of the Turks as a people in central Asia who 
migrated to their present location, and (3) the past of the 
ancient land of Anatolia with cultural roots reaching back to 
the Greeks and the Hittites. The Ottoman past, since it 
permeated modern reality, was not a matter for deliberate 
choice and cultivation. What the Turks could choose was 
between an ethnic or nationalist sense of identity going back 
to their central Asian origins, or a patriotic (land-centered) 
sense of identity going back to the Greeks and the Hittites. 
The Turks, under the leadership of Ataturk, opted for 
pat rio tis m. (B ern a r d Le \t/ is, II i s tor y Rem em bere d, Re C 0 vere d_ , 
Invented, 197~). 

Best wishes, 
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